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their opposition to all military expenditure. The path
to office was thus open to them, and Dr. Colijn made
way for the government which is still in office, though
in exile. It is a coalition mainly of the Catholics,
Socialists, and Christian Historicals: three of the
ministers belonged to other parties, but two of them
had not had parliamentary careers, and the third,
Professor Gerbrandy, who became prime minister in
1940, joined as an individual, without committing his
party. The Minister of Defence, Colonel Dijxhoorn,
belongs to no party. ^
National Socialism in Holland
Outside the normal party system are the extremist
groups, of Communists and National Socialists.
Communism in Holland has gone through the same
stages as in other countries, but it has never been
strong. The National Socialists have played a more
prominent part, though they have never been a factor
of first-rate importance in Dutch politicallife. Apart
from some minor dissident formations, they are orga-
nized in the N.S.B. (Nationaal Socialistische Beweging)
which was founded in 1931 by A. A. Mussert, its
present Leader. Mussert was a civil engineer who
had a respectable position in the Government service.
He first took part in politics in 1925-7 as an organizer
of the nationalistic opposition to the Treaty with
Belgium.1 As a demagogue he is second-rate. His
ablest colleague is the fanatical M. M. Rost van
Tonningen, who was financial representative of the
League of Nations in Austria from 1931 to 1936.
The Germans have put him in charge first of the
Dutch labour organizations and now of the Nether-
lands Bank; but he has the disadvantage, for a
National Socialist, of having East-Indian blood. The
N.S.B. was organized on the familiar German model
1 See below, p, 23.